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SUBJ: BELGIAN MACHINE TOOLS TO ROMANIA - IL 1091 
REFS: A) STATE 140149, B) PARIS 17460 

1 . USDEL CALLED ON BELGIAN DEL WILLY STEVENS JUNE 17 TO 
INFORM HIM OF APPROACH PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS PARA 10 
REFTEL A. STEVENS STATED THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WAS TO 
BE EXPECTED BUT THAT HE COULD NOT PREDICT OUTCOME, PARTI- 
CULARLY AS THIS ISSUE WOULD HAVE TO BE DECIDED AT CABI- 
NET LEVEL AND THERE WAS NOW A NEW GOVERNMENT. HE AGAIN 
STATED THAT HIS ORIGINAL INSTRUCTIONS HAD BEEN TO NOTI- 
FY THE COMMITTEE THAT BELGIUM WOULD ACT AS IF IT'S PRO- 
POSAL ON IL 1091 HAD BEEN ADOPTED, BUT THAT HE HAD TAKEN 
IT UPON HIMSELF TO TRY AND PRESERVE AT LEAST A SEMBLANCE 
OF COCOM UNANIMITY. HE ADDED THAT HIS AUTHORITIES HAD 
SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED HIS ACTION TO SEEK A SIX-MONTH 
EXEMPTION FROM IL 1091 IN LINE WITH BELGIAN PROPOSAL 
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RATHER THAN MERELY NOTIFY COMMITTEE OF ITS INTENTION 
TO ACT UNILATERALLY AS IF PROPOSAL HAD BEEN APPROVED. 

AT LEAST ONE OF HIS COCOM COLLEAGUES (USDEL PRESUMES 
THE FRENCH) EXPRESSED TO HIM HIS DISAPPOINTMENT THAT 
STEVENS DID NOT TAKE THIS COURSE OF ACTION, HE SAID. 

2. STEVENS ARGUED THAT HIS AUTHORITIES, TAKING COGNI- 
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ZANCE OF THE CONTINUED US DELAY IN STATING A POSITION 
ON THE ITALIAN EXCEPTION REQUEST FOR MACHINE TOOL EX- 
PORTS TO ROMANIA (COCOM DOC. (77) 50) AS WELL AS THE 
LENGTHY UNITED STATES RESERVES ON PREVIOUS BELGIAN 
MACHINE TOOL EXPORTS INCLUDING THE REQUESTS IN COCOM 
DOCS. (75) 787, (76) 1429 AND (76) 1430, WOULD PROBABLY 
NOT BE ABLE TO VIEW THE EXCEPTION REQUEST PROCEDURE AS 
AN APPROPRIATE REMEDY FOR THE CURRENT BELGIAN MACHINE 
TOOL INDUSTRY CRISIS. HE DID NOT FEEL THAT BELGIANS 
ACTION IN THIS REGARD SHOULD BE VIEWED AS RADICAL. 

HE STATE THAT BELGIUM WAS AT LEAST ACTING OPENLY AND 
HONESTLY. BELGIUM WELL KNEW, HE SAID, THAT CERTAIN MEM- 
BER COUNTRIES WERE ALREADY SHIPPING QUANTITIES OF EMBAR- 
GOED MACHINE TOOLS WITHOUT EVEN COMING TO THE COMMITTEE. 
HIS AUTHORITIES MIGHT WELL RAISE THESE POINTS WHEN APP- 
ROACHED BY THE EMBASSY ON THIS TOPIC. 

3. FOR BRUSSELS: AS HIS NEW MINISTER WAS PROBABLY UNA- 
WARE OF THIS ISSUE HE SUGGESTED THAT THE EMBASSY MIGHT 
WISH TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH MR. COECKX OF THE MINI 
STRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WHO IS IN CHARGE OF COCOM MATT- 
ERS. 

SAT ,7, MAN 
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